
 

   
 

 
A PLACE OF HEALING FOR AMERICA’S HEROES 

 
Samaritan’s Purse Offers Retreats for Wounded Military Personnel and Spouses 

 
BOONE, N.C., June 5, 2013—Starting this week and continuing throughout the summer, combat-
wounded veterans and their spouses will be enjoying the wilderness of Alaska through Operation 
Heal Our Patriots, a project of the international Christian relief organization Samaritan’s Purse.  
 
Up to 150 couples will be participating in weeklong retreats on the shores of Alaska’s Lake Clark, 
where they can participate in shared activities designed to give them physical renewal, spiritual 
refreshment, and marriage enrichment.  
 
“These are heroes who have made tremendous sacrifices to protect our nation,” said Franklin 
Graham, president of Samaritan’s Purse. “We can’t thank them enough for their service on our 
behalf.” 
 
Over 50,000 U.S. service members have been wounded or injured as a result of combat in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. As they return home, many must deal not only with excruciating physical 
limitations but also with traumatic stress on their marriages. “We believe that if we can help these 
couples have a strong marriage, that provides the foundation for long-term healing,” said Brig. 
General Jim Walker, USMC (Ret.), who is overseeing the project. 
 
This is the second year for Operation Heal Our Patriots. 
All accommodations, including airfare and activities, are 
provided by Samaritan’s Purse through the generosity of 
donors. During a week at the fully accessible lakeside lodge, 
couples will have opportunities for wilderness outdoor 
recreation like fishing and bear viewing, in addition to 
marriage enrichment courses led by Samaritan’s Purse 
chaplains with military experience. 
 
The lodge staff includes volunteers from across the U.S. who are donating as much as a month of 
their own time to serve in housekeeping, food service, and maintenance. 
 
Operation Heal Our Patriots continues to minister to couples beyond their week in Alaska. Ongoing 
aftercare connects couples with military chaplains and churches in their local communities to 
create a system of support upon their return home. 
 
Openings are still available for the 2013 season. If you know of a couple with a combat-wounded 
spouse who might benefit from this program, refer them to www.operationhealourpatriots.org. 
 
Helping in Jesus’ Name: Samaritan’s Purse works in more than 100 countries to meet the 
physical and spiritual needs of victims of war, disaster, disease, poverty, famine, and persecution. 
To learn more, go to www.samaritanspurse.org. 

CONTACT: 
Karina Petersen 
(828) 773-4666 cell 
kpetersen@samaritan.org  
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“Operation Heal Our Patriots 
changed our lives and our 
way of thinking.” 

—Marine Staff Sergeants Walt 
and Rosie Townsend, 

 who participated in Operation 
Heal Our Patriots in 2012 


